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Highlights and Action Items

Programmatic Highlights
· UMRR operated under a continuing resolution (CR) until January 30, 2026, when Congress passed the FY 2026 energy and water appropriations bill.  The FY 2026 enacted appropriations measure included $52 million for UMRR.
· UMRR had very limited funds to carry over into the beginning of FY 2026.  Rules associated with the CR required UMRR to assume a full-year appropriation of $13.5 million until a full-year appropriations measure passed (i.e., the FY 2025 funding level for UMRR is the least of the previous funding year or proposed funding levels in the President’s budget and House and Senate energy and water spending bills).  During this time, UMRR operated under very constrained funding that limited the partnership’s programmatic and project-specific actions.  Now that UMRR has certainty that its FY 2026 appropriation is $52 million, program partners will create strategies to resume operations once these additional funds are received.  
· Given the financial uncertainty at the beginning of FY 2026, the UMRR Coordinating Committee developed shared scenarios for continuing to implement LTRM under a reduced budget.  The UMRR Coordinating Committee agreed to employ an after-action review on this process.
· The ad hoc team has completed a draft UMRR strategic plan for the years 2025-2035.  The team is prepared to conduct a review by the broader partnership.  The next step is to incorporate input from the Communications and Outreach Team (COT) and Analysis Team (A-Team), followed by the coordinating agencies who participated in the strategic planning process and commencing in a public review.  These reviews will resume shortly.
· New Army Corps planning regulations will be rolling out soon; these changes will emphasize work execution over planning and design.  Ecosystem restoration remains a core mission area of the Army Corps.

Habitat Rehabilitation and Enhancement Projects (HREPs) Highlights
· A few highlights of progress in implementing HREPs include: 
· The St. Paul District has kicked off planning for the Bankline Stabilization HREP.
· The St. Paul District is wrapping up construction on McGregor Lake HREP Stage 2.
· The Rock Island District is addressing comments on the Steamboat Island HREP Stage 3 as the project has reached the 60 percent design milestone.
· The St. Louis District held highly attended public meetings for Gilead Slough and Red’s Landing HREPs.  


Long Term Resource Monitoring (LTRM) Highlights
· Five publications were published in the last quarter that were supported by UMRR funding and the programmatic infrastructure.  
· Data releases from the Pool 13 HREP Associated Research Project are in progress.
· Topobathy acquisition for the Illinois Waterway (IWW) is complete and moving through the Quality Control process.  USGS is hoping to publish and release the Pools 4 & 8 pilot study data to the partnership this year and complete a draft, milestone report.  Preliminary data for some IWW pools will be available, but a majority of post-processing is set to occur in FY 27.
· The UMRR science and implementation planning projects that were prioritized for FY 25 funding were postponed and those funds were allocated to cover LTRM base monitoring costs in FY 25; including aquatic plant distribution and learning from restoration.  The UMRR partnership is now sorting through which science projects can be initiated in FY 2026.


Communications and Outreach
· Audubon held meetings to engage the public in the Navigation and Ecosystem Sustainability Program (NESP)’s reach planning process.  The meetings were focused on the values people hold on the river.  


Future Meeting Schedule
· May 2026 to be held in Minneapolis, Minnesota
· UMRBA quarterly meeting – May 19
· UMRR Coordinating Committee quarterly meeting – May 20
· August 2026 to be held in St. Louis, Missouri
· UMRBA quarterly meeting – August 4
· UMRR Coordinating Committee quarterly meeting – August 5





