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Highlights and Action Items

Programmatic Highlights
· UMRR has continued to execute the highest priority work utilizing prior year carry in funding.  The program’s priority are protecting the people and their expertise.
· The federal government is under a continuing resolution (CR) until January 30, 2026.  Under the current CR, the Program has very limited funds to carry over into the beginning of FY 2026.  Funding at the beginning of FY 2026 is limited until a full year appropriations measure is passed.  The UMRR Coordinating Committee has initiated planning for program implementation at various funding scenarios.
· The FY 2026 President’s Budget included $52 million for UMRR.  The House Energy and Water Subcommittee’s draft appropriations bill concurred with this amount.  The Senate is still deliberating. The program is drafting a FY 2026 workplan based off the $52 million budget.
· The ad hoc team has completed a daft UMRR strategic plan for the years 2025-2035.  The team is prepared to conduct a review by the broader partnership.  The next step is to incorporate input from the Communications and Outreach Team (COT) and Analysis Team (A-Team), followed by the coordinating agencies who participated in the strategic planning process.  The strategic planning process will resume in the coming months, pending funding.

Habitat Rehabilitation and Enhancement Projects (HREPs) Highlights
· A few highlights of progress in implementing HREPs include: 
· The St. Paul District has completed McGregor Lake HREP Stage I and is wrapping up Stage II.
· The St. Paul District approved the final report for Robinson Lake HREP.
· The Rock Island District is holding a final inspection for Steamboat Island HREP Stage 2 on October 8.
· The St. Louis District approved Tentatively Selected Plans for Gilead Slough HREP and Reds Landing HREP.
· The St. Louis District River Resources Action Team anticipates a partner river trip to occur in the fall of 2026.


Long Term Resource Monitoring (LTRM) Highlights
· Two publications were published in the last quarter (since August 2025) that were supported by UMRR funding and the programmatic infrastructure.  
· Data from the Pool 13 HREP Associated Research Project has been published on Science Base.
· Preliminary results for the topobathy acquisition pilot in Pools 4 and 8 have been received and are undergoing Quality Assurance/Quality Control review. The program is working on applying lessons learned from the pilot to the larger topobathy acquisition effort ongoing in the Illinois Waterway.
· The UMRR science and planning projects that were prioritized through the UMRR LTRM implementation planning process and that had been expected to be funded in FY 2025, including aquatic plant distribution and learning from restoration, are postponed indefinitely to cover base monitoring costs.


Communications and Outreach
· The partnership has developed brochures that detail both the involvement of the Department of the Interior in UMRR and the broader value of LTRM, as well as a summary of hydrology in the region.  The brochures will be used in Congressional advocacy.  The Coordinating Committee will vote to endorse the DOI and LTRM brochures via email.


Future Meeting Schedule
· February 2026 to be held virtually
· UMRBA quarterly meeting – February 24
· UMRR Coordinating Committee quarterly meeting – February 25 
· May 2026 to be held in Minneapolis, Minnesota
· UMRBA quarterly meeting – May 19
· UMRR Coordinating Committee quarterly meeting – May 20
· August 2026 to be held in St. Louis, Missouri
· UMRBA quarterly meeting – August 4
· UMRR Coordinating Committee quarterly meeting – August 5

